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AVAILABLE TICKETS, SAC STATE HAS ONE LOOMING QUESTION LEFT LEADING UP 
TO GRADUATION — HOW WILL THE SCHOOL PAY FOR IT? PAGE 6 
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ALTERNATIVE FACTS 


Join us for a discussion about the current climate of journalism and 
how to effectively fact-check, hosted by the Society of Professional 
Journalists at Sac State and The State Hornet. © 








Chris Nichols leads Christopher Cadelago is a Melanie Mason covers 
Capitol Public Radio's political reporter for the state government and 

fact-checking team Sacramento Bee politics for the L.A. Times 
PolitiFact California in Sacramento 


Moderated by A.G. Block, previous editor at the California Journal 
magazine and co-founder of the UC Center Journalism Program 
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‘FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA | ‘¢ NEWS IN BRIEF 





Tired of eating Girl Scout Cookies? 


Turn them into a delicious treat instead! 3 ASI ELECTIONS: The deadline to run for 
Watch our reeipe video on You Tube. an Associated Students, Inc. office position 
com/user/statehornet for No Bake Girl has passed, and campaigns for the 14 open 
Scout Cookie truffles. positions will begin the Monday after spring 
break ends. Over break, potential candidates 
will attend a final mandatory workshop on 
ethics, and then be counted and publicly 


Native American Culture Week at listed, according to ASI. As of now, there is: 
Sacramento State drew crowds on no information on how many candidates are 
March 7 with dance performances and a expected to run, after the non-mandatory 
film screening workshops on how to run in February were 


scarcely attended. 


A #PhotoOfTheDay features members 
of Girl Scout ‘Troop 1290 on campus 
Monday making deliveries on 

| leacher In-Service Day. By | p.m., the 
girls already sold almost half of their cookies. 





To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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*< CORRECTIONS 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OPINION EDITOR DESIGN EDITOR 

Barbara Harvey Claire Morgan Rin Carbin In Volume 71, issues 20 and 21 of The State Hornet, the following corrections are 

editor@statehornet.com claire.michellemorgan@gmail.com —_rin.carbin@gmail.com listed: 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CULTURE EDITOR VIDEO EDITOR In Issue 20, on pages 1 and 4, it 1s falsely reported that the university had known 

John Ferrannini Lanea Florence Sami Soto about lead contamination in.the water for “nearly one year.” In fact, the university ad- 

editor@statehornet.com culture@statehornet.com Samijosoto@gmail.com ministration had known since August 2016 — seven months prior to the publication 

of this issue. 

DIGITAL EDITOR PHOTO EDITOR FACULTY ADVISER 

Vu Chau Matthew Dyer Stu VanAirsdale In Issue 20, on pages 4 and 22, it is falsely reported that the building housing the 

vkchau2020@gmail.com enjoyablezebra@gmail.com Sstvcsus@gmail.com ASI Children’s Center is owned by University Enterprises, Inc. In fact, the building is 

owned by the unwersity. 

NEWS EDITOR COPY EDITOR ADVERTISING | 

Kameron Schmid Will Moon INQUIRIES In Issue 20, on page 5, it ts falsely reported that a project proposal to test lead was 

news@statehornet.com williamtmoon18@gmail.com ads@statehornet.com approved in December 2016. In fact, tt was approved on Jan. 3, 2017. 

SPORTS EDITOR DESIGN EDITOR De a ap cana cate aly tae cet ae In Issue 20, on page 11, it ts falsely reported that Sacramento State women’s tennis 

Angel Guerrero Pierce Grohosky Ree ae te ae Lai abe aaa 3 player Demante Bulatovaite is a junior. In fact, she is a senior. 

sports@statehornet.com grohoskyp@gmail.com oe a ee 
HORNET IS COPYRIGHTED AND CANNOT BE REPRODUCED IN In Issue 21, on page 18, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid is mid-identi- 
noe cenrsiaue rae erate fied as the “Fee” Applicaton for Federal Student Aid | 
HORNET MAY SEND CORRECTIONS TO EDITOR@STATEHORNET. ; 
COM. FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT ADS@ We regret these errors. 
STATEHORNET,.COM : 
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Aya Khalifeh, the president of Students for Justice in Palestine, holds a copy of SJP’s divestment resolution, which. calls for the CSU to let contracts with certain corporations expire. 





STUDENTS PRESS ASI 

_TO PASS RESOLUTION 
ASKING SYSTEM T0 CUT 
TIES WITH CORPORATIONS 
INVOLVED IN OCCUPATION 
OF PALESTINE 


John Ferrannini 
@yjferrnews 


Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) 
has been advoeating for Associated Stu- 
dents, Inc. to pass a resolution asking 
the California State University system 
to divest from corporations involved 
in what the club says are unethical 
practices. 

SJP’s proposed resolution targets 
corporations that have financial rela- 
tionships with the CSU or University 
Enterprises, Inc. (UEI) — the corpo- 
ration that is responsible for the Sacra- 


mento State bookstore and dining. 

These include Wells Fargo (an inves- 
tor in privately owned prisons), Sabra 
Dipping Co. (which has factories on Is- 
raeli settlements in the Palestinian terri- 
tories) and JPMorgan Chase & Co. (an 
investor in the Dakota access pipeline). 

Aya Khalifeh, the president of SJP, 
said that the bill has been an idea since 
the club was founded one year ago. 

“That was the first thing on our 
agenda. The club grew to be some- 
thing bigger,” Khalifeh said. “This is a 
bill that combines an interest from all 
the marginalized communities here on 
campus.” 


SJP CALLS ON CSU TO DIVEST 


Other corporations mentioned in 
the bill are Hewlett-Packard Co. and 
Caterpillar Inc., whose products and 
services are used by the Israeli govern- 
ment in the Palestinian territories. 

“The CSU chancellor’s office endow- 
ment fund is invested in Wells Fargo, 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., Hewlett-Pack- 
ard Co. and Caterpillar Inc. through 
index funds and “various large cap, 
independently managed portfolios,” 
according to Elizabeth Chapin of CSU 
Public Affairs. 

The four companies are in the 
Standard and Poors 500, a list of 500 
top companies traded on the New 
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“As an institution that does invest and does 
_ business with these companies, we are 
complicit in the human rights violations these 

companies commit. It’s very simple.” 


- Aya Khalifeh 
President, Students for Justice in Palestine 


York Stock Exchange and _ the 
NASDAQ. 

“Investment in the S&P 500 
is the most common investment 
strategy of nearly all investors,” 
Chapin said. “When investing in 
index funds, investors do not have 
the option of divesting from paftic- 
ular companies.” 

Chapin said that because the 
money is in index funds, she does 
not know how much is invested in 
each. | 

The University Foundation at 
Sac State doesn’t have investments 
in any of the companies men- 
tioned in the proposal, according 
to Ahmed Ortiz of public relations. 

‘That said, UEI has $11,115 in- 
vested in Wells Fargo through the 
Student Investment Fund. Wells 
Fargo also rents space in the book- 
store for $2,060 per month, ac- 
cording to Ortiz. 

Furthermore, JPMorgan Chase 
& Co. has an ATM at the Univer- 
sity Union and Sabra Dipping Co. 
products are sold at EcoGrounds 
there. 

The SJP proposal doesn’t ask 
for current contracts to be bro- 
ken, only that they not be renewed 
when they expire. 

Khalifeh said that she first men- 
tioned the idea to future ASI Presi- 
dent Patrick Dorsey in spring 2016 
and that in the fall, SJP attended 
an ASI board meeting to present 
the proposal. 

‘A couple of CSUs have al- 
ready passed divestment resolu- 
tions specific only to Palestine and 
Israel and succeeded in getting 
their universities to stop associating 
with human rights violations-com- 
plicit companies,” Khalifeh said. 
“As an institution that does invest 
and does business with these com- 
panies, we are complicit in the hu- 
man rights violations these compa- 
nies commit. It’s very simple.” 

Abraham Mendoza, the ASI 
vice president of academic affairs, 
agreed to sponsor the proposal as 


a tee 


“They told us we'd need a stu 
dent survey to find out how the stu- 
dent body would react,” Khalifeh 
said. “It usually goes through stu- 
dent organizations first; they have 
a public forum where students can 
say what they feel about it, and 
then they vote.” 

Mendoza agreed that a forum 
seeking student input and featur- 
ing both sides of the issue would 
be beneficial and withdrew the bill. 

“The plan was that once the 
survey had been conducted, and 
the forum had been held, I would 
reintroduce legislation to vote on 
the issue before the end of the se- 
mester,’ Mendoza said. 

Since that time, a forum has 
not been held. SJP was tasked with 
finding a room for the open forum, 
but Khalifeh said that she feels that 
this should be ASI’s responsibility 
because the board requested it. 

“T more felt ike ASTI telling us 
we need a public forum, which 
we understand and accept as part 
of the process, gives them the re- 
sponsibility to set up this public 
forum,” Khalifeh said. “I keep ask- 
ing Abraham about it and he said 
it’s not something he can get done 
on his own. ... I don’t think he has 
confidence that the bill would pass. 
He doesn't think itd be a good 
time right now.” 

Mendoza said that the holdup 
can be partially attributed to the 
fact that the ASI member who 
had been working on the project 
of compiling the student survey 
left the board at the end of the fall 
semester. 

“New board members who 
were not there for the initial dis- 
cussions and presentation need to 
be brought up to speed,” Mendoza 
said. “I personally do not feel like 
ASI is attempting to sideline the 
process.” 

ASI President Patrick Dorsey 


declined a request for comment. 


DIVEST FROM WHAT? 


STUDENTS FOR JUSTICE IN PALESTINE IS REQUESTING THE CSU SYSTEM (AND 


OR UEI) END THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE FOLLOWING CORPORATIONS 
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University 
searching for | 
$100K to pay | 








for graduation 
Cost of commencement ceremony 
nearly tripled at Golden 1 Center 


Kameron Schmid 
@kameronschmid 





Sacramento State’s spring 2017 
graduation ceremony plans cer- 
tainly were finalized later than usu- 
al, but the university is now work- 
ing to find money to pay for it after 
the Sacramento Kings. increased 
the amount of the bill. 

Sac State is as of now unsure 
of how it will pay for the first class 
to graduate at Golden | Center 
downtown, after the Kings orga- 
nization tripled the bill between 
Sleep ‘Train Arena and Golden 1. 

Sac State spokesperson Craig 
Koscho said in an email ‘Tuesday 
to The State Hornet that the costs 
for Golden | Center’s commence- 
ment ceremonies were estimated to 
be $190,595, including $50,000 for 
rental fees. 

The rest represents the cost of 
holding such a large, two-day event 
in downtown, including traffic con- 
trol, operations within. the arena 
and arena staff. 

Previous Sac State graduations, 
including the ceremonies for the 


fall 2016 class, took place at Sleep 


Train (formerly Arco) Arena, 
which is no longer being used for 
public events. ' 

The Sacramento Kings charged 
Sac State a total of $59,842 for the 


spring 2016 commencement cere- 


monies, nearly one-third of the cost 
for the upcoming Golden | Center 
ceremonies. 

The Sacramento Bee was the 
first to report that Sac State is near- 
ly $100,000 from being able to pay 
the full cost, and does not know 
where the extra money will come 
from. 

Koscho said Wednesday that 
“funding sources are still being 
reviewed.” 

Koscho also said that the move 
to Golden 1 Center was hampered 
because the arena is new. 

“While the need for.a new venue 
was anticipated, answers to how we 
could use Golden | had to wait un- 
til it was actually open and they had 
a chance to see how major events 
would proceed,” Koscho said. 

Golden | Center opened Sep- 
tember 30, 2016, the same week 
Sleep ‘Train Arena had its last'pub- 
lic event, a Ringling Bros circus. 

Sac State also considered other 
Sacramento venues like Cal Expo, 
Raley Field and the Convention 
Center, none of which would have 
provided as many seats as Golden | 
Center will. | 

It was announced last week in 
an email from Sac State President 
Robert Nelsen that the final date, 
times and location for commence- 
ment ceremonies were set. All 
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Administrators provided some resolution to student concerns about graduation last week, but later announced 
they were unsure how they would pay for the nearly $200,000 ceremony at Golden 1 Center. 


colleges of the university will walk 
between May 19-20 at the Golden 
| Center. 

The late announcement is caus- 
ing a headache for graduating se- 
niors —— but Sac State’s accommo- 
dations appear to be more student 
friendly than those at commence- 
ments at comparable institutions in 
California. | 

It was also announced that the 
final number of tickets that Sac 
State will offer each graduate is 
nine, three less than the 12 given 
during fall 2016, but three more 
than the six promised earlier this 
semester. 

Sac State spokesperson Elisa 
Smith said to The Bee that the uni- 
versity is paying an additional cost 
in order to offer nine tickets to each 
student. 

Students can claim their nine 
tickets starting April 10, and have 
a month to figure out how many 
more than can borrow from fellow 
students should they need more for 
family or friends. 

The State Hornet looked into 
what other similarly-sized universi- 


ties with similarly-sized graduating 
classes offer senior classes in terms 
of tickets for family members and 
found that most institutions do not 
offer more than the nine per grad- 
uate that Sac State offers. 

UC Davis offers its graduating 
students a range of 4 to 7 tickets for 
ceremonies that start in the middle 


of May and end in the middle of 


June, according to a spokesperson. 


Other universities such as UC Ir- 
vine, San Diego State University, 
and San Francisco State all offer 
fewer as well. 

UG Berkeley allows students to 
purchase up to 15 tickets. Its com- 
mencement ceremonies are held 
at the California Memorial Stadi- 
um, which seats about three times 


-as many people as the Golden | 


Center. 

According to the email from 
Nelsen, the number of tickets per 
student dropped from | 2 for the fall 
2016 class to nine for the upcoming 
class because of the nearly doubled 
amount of expected graduates. 

Sac State is 
supplement the insecurity in the 


attempting to 


amount of tickets by establish- 
ing the official Sacramento State 
Alumni Facebook page as a forum 
for seniors to swap tickets. 

It’s unknown how much the 
delay in confirmation plus the 
number of tickets offered — will 
hamper or prohibit family mem- 
bers from attending. 

Many graduation ceremonies 
are set years in advance to allow for 
families to travel, yet the families of 
Sac State graduates have had no 
cuarantees until now, and have 10 
weeks to work out a plan. 

Raveena Hans, a_ biomedical 
sciences student, expects around 15 
family members to attend her com- 
mencement, and said it has been 
an issue all year that the location 
and date were never settled. 

“A lot of family was asking what 
day it was going to be and they 
wanted to take days off, and be- 
cause there was such a delay they 
had to hold off,” Hans said. 

Overall, Hans just wants to fig- 
ure out what to expect. 

“IT just hope my whole family 
can come,” she said. 
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CA Assembly 


proposes bill 











Kameron Schmid 


@kameronschmid 





California Assembly Demo- 
crats introduced a bill Monday 
that, if passed, would establish 
state-sponsored scholarships 
aimed at eliminating student debt 
and assisting the increasing num- 
ber of students who face income 
insecurity while attending college. 

The proposed plan would be 
the single biggest public invest- 
ment in higher education in the 
U.S., quoted to cost approximate- 
ly $1.6 billion annually. The bill’s 
announcement comes in the same 
year that the California Staté 
University Board of ‘Trustees has 
considered raising tuition to cover 
the projected deficit between state 
funding and committed spending. 

Sacramento State alumnus 
and Assemblyman Kevin Mc- 
Carty, D-Sacramento, identified 
by the Los Angeles Times as 
“spearheading” the bill, held a 
press conference Monday with 
Sac State fourth-year senior Mo- 
nique Graham, who is currently 
$40,000 in debt, with six classes 
left until graduation. 

The bill will likely have a tough 
time passing the pen of Governor 
Jerry Brown — whose Depart- 
ment of Finance has already cast 
doubt on the bill’s feasibility — 





attempting to 
tudent 
debt problem 


as spokesperson H.D. Palmer is 
quoted in The Sacramento Bee 
asking, “A noble goal that comes 
with a very significant price tag, 
and the question is, ‘How would 
you pay for it?’ ” 

‘The money is slated to come 
from the state’s general fund, but 
does not call for a tax increase as 
of yet. Proponents of the bill are 
already arguing for it as a mea- 
sured response to preventing stu- 
dent debt. 

Financial insecurity for the 
nearly 400,000 students in both 
the CSU and University of Cal- 
ifornia systems is widespread. In 
the CSU system, the average an- 
nual cost of attendance is $21,000 
per year, including expenses be- 
yond tuition. 

Under the scholarship, called 
“Degrees Not Debt,” students 
whose families make less than 
60,000 would have the average 
cost of attendance fully paid. Stu- 
dents whose parents make above 
$60,000 yearly would pay partial 
expenses, in keeping with the Mid- 
dle Class Scholarship that Brown 
proposed to cut in this year’s bud- 


get. Students whose families make 


above $150,000 would be ineligi- 
ble for the scholarships. 

All students in the program 
would be expected to work 15 
hours a week year-round — likely 
a measure to retain many of the 
service jobs that college students 
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Screenshot via Anthony Rendon/Twitter 


Sacramento State senior Monique Graham speaks at a press conference at the Capitol building on Monday. 
Graham said she works 30 hours a week, and yet anticipates graduating with $40,000 in student loan debt. 


typically hold — and also nothing 
new to the many students already 
holding part-time or full-time 


jobs. 


In a statement provided to The 
State Hornet, McCarty said that 
the bill is a reflection of Califor- 
nia’s already progressive reputa- 
tion in regard to public education. 

“California is once again lead- 
ing the nation in making debt-free 
college a reality and I am proud 
of our critical work to help all of 
our state’s students achieve their 
academic goals,” McCarty stated. 

Associated Students, Inc. Di- 
rector of Business and California 
State Student Association Vice 
President of Finance Mia Kagia- 
nas attended the press conference, 
and said in an email to The State 
Hornet that the proposal, or any 
bill that focuses on student debt, is 
increasingly necessary. 

“This debt is keeping grad- 
uates from contributing to the 
economy, pursuing a higher qual- 
ity of hfe, and from experiencing 
more upward mobility in society,” 
Kagianas said. 

Sac State students would large- 
ly be affected, like Ashley Melen- 


dez, a communications major and 


junior. She qualifies for the Mid- 


dle Class Scholarship because of 
her parents’ income, but does not 
receive any help from her parents. 

Melendez said she has worked 


full time for the entirety of her five 
years at Sac State, and even with 
that income and limited financial 
aid, she anticipates leaving with 
a degree and $30,000 of debt to 
pay off — $9,000 more than the 
average for a CSU student. 

Another student, public rela- 
tions and marketing junior Mar- 
ley Walker, said that because her 
parents make just over the amount 
that makes her ineligible for finan- 
cial aid, she has to work and go 
to school to afford living expenses, 
and does not understand why the 
line is drawn for some students 
while remaining an impasse for 
others. 

“Just because they don’t make 
as much money as other people 
doesn’t mean they should get 
a free ride,” Walker said. “It’s 
a weird gray area for me to un- 
derstand how all these people are 
qualifying for so much money that 
impacts their education so much 
and mine so little.” 

Melendez said that if a stu- 
dent already has their expenses 
taken care of, it shouldn’t matter 
how other people benefit from the 
proposal. 

“T’ve never heard of anyone 
complaining in terms of students 
that have parents pay for their tui- 
tion for them,” Melendez said. “It 


doesn’t affect them.” 


FAST FACTS: 


“Degrees not debt” 
proposal 


e Would provide 
one year of free 
community 
college tuition 


e Would provide 
varying 
scholarships 
to students 
whose families 
make less than 
$150,000 


e Program 
beneficiaries 
would be 
expected to 
work 15 hours 
per week year- 
round 


e Would cost the 
state of 
California an 
estimated $1.6 
billion 
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CONDOM CART HAS GOT YOU 





OVERED 


PROJECT HANDS OUT FREE SUPPLIES 
TO STUDENTS TO PROMOTE SAFE SEX 


Sharlene Phou 
@sharlenephou 


Student Health and Counsel- 
ing Services at Sacramento State 
are pushing forward the condom 
cart, a mobile service that provides 
students with the education and re- 
sources needed to engage in safer 
sex practices. 

Merill Lavezzo, a healthy re- 
lationships educator at Student 
Health and Counseling Services, 
has started rolling out the condom 
cart every Thursday since the start 
of the spring semester. 

The cart can be found in the 
lobby of ‘The WELL from 5 to 
7 p.m., and is distinguished by a 
rainbow umbrella and round string 
lights wrapped around the cart. 

Peer health educators are sta- 
tioned at the cart to give demon- 
strations on proper condom use, 
inform students about safer sex 
practices and answer any questions 
students have about sex. 

They often call students over by 
saying “Hi, would you like some 
free condoms?” 

Students who approach the cart 
can take up to 10 condoms and 
two packets of lubrication, either 
by filling a small paper bag them- 
selves with specific items or getting 
a premade one. 

Educational pamphlets are in- 
cluded in each bag that have infor- 
mation on consent, contraception, 
sexually transmitted infections and 
other medical resources in the Sac- 
ramento area. 

The cart carries different types 


of condoms, including flavored, 
ribbed, latex-free, internal and 
external varieties. There are also 
dental dams — square pieces of 
latex used as a barrier to cover a 
vagina or anus for oral sex, which 
can help prevent sexually transmit- 
ted infections. 

Plastic and rubber models of 
a penis and vagina were in The 
WELL to use for demonstrations. 

“We have that variety of con- 
doms so that hopefully someone 
can find one that feels right for 
them and their partner so that they 
will continue to use it,” Lavezzo 
said. 

The National College Health 
Assessment II — conducted by the 
American College Health Associ- 
ation at Sac State in spring 2016 
— reported that 40.1 percent of 
students “mostly” or “always” used 
a protective barrier during vaginal 
sex within the last 30 days, while 
21.4 percent reported that they 
used a protective barrier during 
anal sex. 

Bajha Jordan, a peer health 
educator and sophomore health 
science major, said that having the 
condom cart every week can help 
students build and manage their 
practices for when they engage in 
sexual activity. 

“(With us) being able to come 
out each week, students are getting 
used to going out and getting con- 
doms,” Jordan said. “A lot of times, 
students don’t use condoms when 
they have sex, but seeing that they 
can get it for free here will encour- 
age them to want to use condoms 
when they practice sex.” 
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The Condom Cart, a product of Student Health and Counseling Services, can be found every Thursday from 
5 to 7 p.m. in the lobby of The WELL. Students can take 10 condoms and two packets of lubrication for free. 


A popular demonstration that 
students asked for was how to put 
on an internal condom. Although 
they are commonly referred to as 
“female condoms,” they are not 
limited by gender as they can also 
be used for anal sex. 

Since internal condoms take 
longer to put on than external 
ones, they can be inserted into the 
vagina or anus up to eight hours 
prior to sex. 

“Some people really don’t have 
much experience at all with these 
products and they want to know 
more,” Lavezzo said. “So (our 
conversations) can range from ex- 
plaining what these products are 
(to) how to use them and ways to 
enhance pleasure while using them 
too. 

Although the demonstrations 
show students how to put on a 
condom, the peer health educators 
remind students that the first step 
is not to rip the condom packet or 
even to check the expiration date 
— the first step of practicing safer 
sex is to make sure active consent is 
given between partners. 


99 


Ezri Loi, a senior recreation, 
parks and tourism administration 
major, stopped by the cart after 
leaving the gym. She said that she 
was drawn to the cute appear- 
ance of the cart. After watching a 
demonstration, Loi decided to take 
an internal condom. 

“T think it’s just very important 
(to have this service),”’ Loi said. 
“Many times, you don’t know the 
information and could be afraid 
of, let’s say, a female condom be- 
cause you don’t know how to use 
or insert it. It makes you less likely 
to use it but once you get the infor- 
mation it’s pretty interesting and it 
seems more appealing to use.” 

Lavezzo estimates there to be 
about 100 to 150 condoms in the 
cart, with some extra kept on the 
lower rack of the cart to re-stock. 
The staff keeps track of how many 
visitors come to use the cart by us- 
ing a clicker. The most visitors they 
had in one day since the semester 
started was 200. 

Although ‘Trojan brand con- 
doms tend to be the first to run out 
of stock, Lavezzo said that other 


condoms are just as effective as a 
name-brand item. 

“I know some people feel like a 
free condom might not be as high 
quality as something you would 
buy,” Lavezzo said. “What not ev- 
eryone knows is that all condoms 
in the United States undergo the 
same standard of testing and are 
regulated and approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration, 
so they’re as effective as any other 
condom.” 

Lavezzo plans on conducting 
surveys to get feedback on how to 
better service students by finding 
out what other products and loca- 
tions they would like to see from 
the cart. 

“We know that students are 
sexually active on campus, not all 
of them, but we have some data 
that shows that most of them are,” 
Lavezzo said. “So, there’s a need 
there because it’s relevant — and 
talking about it in a positive, ap- 
proachable way will hopefully en- 
courage people to seek out services 
in the future if they need it.” 
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Engineering 


expo showcases 





student projects 


ROBOT FIGHTS, VIRTUAL REALITY 
AND HOVERCRAFTS ON DISPLAY 


Kameron Schmid 


@kameronschmid 


A throng of children in the 
K-12 range came to Sacramento 
State’s Engineering and Comput- 
er Science Exposition Saturday to 
find 21. different student groups 
offering activities reflecting differ- 
ent disciplines of engineering, 

The expo, put on by the En- 
gineering and Computer Science 
Jomt Council at Sac State, was 
aimed to reflect the breadth of the 
programs offered at the universi- 
ty, according to council president 
Michael Nishimura. 

“That’s what we’re trying to 


do: give a variety to these kids, 


and then let them choose for 


themselves what they like,” he 
said. 

The activities offered were 
based in different avenues of en- 
gineering and computer science, 
including civil, mechanical and 
automotive engineering — as well 
as computer sciences like software 
engineering. 

If those weren’t enough to ex- 
cite the children, the prospect of 
remote controlled battle robots, 
video games (including virtual re- 
ality games), and hands-on proj- 
ect building likely were. 

‘That was the emphasis of this 
year’s expo, said council exposi- 
tion chair Jessica Bransen. 

“These activities are to help 
bring people in and to see what 


the clubs are doing, but on a 
smaller scale,” Bransen said. 

Nishimura said that he was 
pleased with the resources provid- 
ed in the exposition. 

“One of the main things this 
year was to get an exposition that 
not only kids could see, but they 
could feel, touch and play with as 
well,” he said. 

Video game design students 
had two separate booths for kids 
to play video games. One was a 
bank of six computers with simple 
but challenging games that they 
could all play together or against 
each other. 

The other: was dedicated to 


virtual reality games, played using 


a headset and two joysticks, one 
held in each hand. 

One of the three VR games of- 
fered was designed over the course 
of twelve hours by a group of four 
students in a competition, and the 
others were meant to show the full 
range that VR games offer. 

Paul Orozco, team captain of 
Hornet Hyperloop, said that the 
day was valuable for him and his 
group as they prepare to give a 
presentation for the Hyperloop 
Pod Competition I, bemg put on 
by SpaceX, famously owned by 
Elon Musk. 

Hornet 
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of “30 to 35 people,” according 


Hyperloop consists 
to Orozco, and represents many 
majors and backgrounds from the 
engineering and computer sci- 
ence fields. 
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Top, attendees visit the Bot Bash booth at Sacramento State’s Engineering and Computer Science Exposition 
on March 11. Bottom, attendees try out a video game developed by Sac State students. 


“We’re trying to be as inter- 
disciplinary as possible,’ Orozco 
said. 

For the expo, Hornet Hyper- 
loop had simple magnet tools for 
kids to play with,-while learning 


the basic concept of how a hyper- 
loop could theoretically work. 

Nishimura said that his ulti- 
mate goal for the event was to 
help kids decide if the engineer- 
ing field piqued their interest. 


“If the kids come in and say, ‘I 
don’t like any of this,’ then we did 
our job,” he said. “If they are in- 
terested in engineering, there’s so 
many different things in engineer- 
ing and computer science.” 
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Hornets to travel overseas for competition in China 


Alec Romero 
@romero_alec 





After a conference title for in- 
door competition and a 3-1 re- 
cord to start the beach volleyball 
season, Sacramento State will 
take a five-game road trip to Chi- 
na this May. 

The Hornets will play these 
matches over the course of 11 
days against a variety of youth, 
college and professional clubs in 
cities including Beijing, Nanjing 
and Shanghai. | 

“It’s an opportunity for us to 
train more and get the different 
style of playing experience over- 
seas,” Sac State coach Ruben Vol- 
ta said. 

Sac State was informed of the 
trip last April after nearly a de- 
cade of discussions with the pro- 
gram and the university since Vol- 
ta succeeded longtime volleyball 
coach Debby Colberg in 2008. 

“We became really excited 
when we were told of the oppor- 
tunity to travel overseas,” junior 
outside hitter Shannon Boyle 
said. 

The choice of China for the 
foreign tour was made in honor 
of former assistant coach Weidi 
Zhang — who was afhliated with 
Sac State volleyball for 23 seasons 
— according to Assistant Media 
Relations Director Ryan Bjork. 

Before helping the Hornets to 
11 Big Sky championships, Zhang 
coached for the Shanghai men’s 
professional volleyball team from 
1980-83 and 1985-87. He also 
coached the Shanghai women’s 
professional team from 1985-87 
and spent time (1983-85) as the 
assistant coach for the Chinese 
national team. 

“(Zhang is) very supportive of 
our team (while) watching our 
games and is such a nice guy,” 
sophomore outside hitter Mikaela 
Nocetti. 

The trip will cost $3,000 per 
student-athlete, which brings the 
Hornets’ total fundraising cam- 
paign goal to $65,000. 

Hornet Athletics has a fund- 
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The Sacramento State volleyball team will take a five-game road trip to China to honor former assistant coach Weidi Zhang. Sac State will play against 
youth, college and professional clubs over an 11 day span in cities such as Beijing, Nanjing and Shanghai. 





“It's an opportunity for us to train more and get the 
different style ot playing experience overseas.” 


- Ruben Volta 


Sacramento State volleyball coach 





raising website which has a sec- 
tion for the trip with a YouTube 
video of interviews from Volta, 
Nocetti, junior setter Kennedy 
Kurtz and senior outside hitter 
Madeline Cannon. 

“T think it'll definitely help us 
bond more as a team since we’re 


going to be spending a lot more 
time together,” Nocetti said in the 
video. “We’re going to get to play 
more matches, especially when 
we're there, and I think that whole 
team experience of playing in an- 
other country will be amazing.” 
The has 


program raised 


$32,216 from 58 different sup- 
porters with 16 days left to reach 
its campaign goal. 

“We’re still getting some funds 
in, but we have camps over the 
summers to help cover whatev- 
er doesn’t come in beforehand,” 
Volta said. 


Sac 


beach volleyball season on April 


State will complete its 


29, but the dates for traveling and 
competing in China are to be 
announced. 

“Our alumni are amazing and 
we're just very fortunate to have 
people that are so invested in this 
program and want to give Sac 
State volleyball an opportunity 
like this,” Kurtz said in the video. 
“This is a once in a lifetime thing 
(and) most college teams don’t get 


to do this.” 
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From struggling student to Sac State standout 


MATTHEW NOBERT. The State Hornet 





From left to right, Sacramento State jumpers Mohamed Abdullah, Darius Armstead and Daniel Onuoha share 
laughs during high jump practice on March 10 at Hornet Stadium. 


Armstead breaks triple jump 
records, hurdles over barriers 


Matthew Nobert 
@mnobert2020 


After being briefly kicked off 


his high school team and taking 
a year off from college, junior 
triple jumper Darius Armstead 
has found a home at Sacramento 
State. 

Armstead, who _ transferred 
from Fresno City College, holds 
the Sac State record in the triple 
jump with a 51-02.75 mark at the 
Big Sky Indoor Championships 
on Feb. 25, but his life has been 
filled with highs and lows to get to 
this point. 

At 6 years old, the San Jose 
native moved with his mother 
and three older sisters to a part of 
Visalia where shootings and drug 
deals were all too common. 

“It was pretty hard — I got in 
trouble a lot, but I was always able 
to find a way through,” Armstead 


said after a March 10 practice at 
Hornet Stadium. 

Armstead, 22, paved this way 
and 
Armstead’s cousin ‘Terron plays 
in the NFL for the New Orleans 
Saints, but his idol has always 


through family athletics. 


been his older sister Moira Rob- 
ertson — who attended Sac State 
from 2008-12 and still holds the 
women’s outdoor triple jump re- 
cord (42-06.25) she set in 2012. 

“She actually showed me ev- 
erything, every sport I know,” 
Armstead said. “She was a mon- 
ster, she’s like 6 feet tall.” 

As a freshman at Mt. Whitney 
High School, Armstead out-per- 
formed seniors in the triple jump 
and long jump, but was kicked off 
the track and field team due to his 
grades in his sophomore season. 

He returned during his junior 
year for a trip to the California 
Interscholastic Federation meet, 
and took second in the state for 


the triple jump during his senior 
season. 

Armstead — _ who © also 
amassed 1,460 receiving yards 
and 14 touchdowns on 68 catch- 
es as a senior on the football team 
— received letters of interest from 
Division I universities throughout 
the country, but lackluster grades 
led him to Fresno City. 

Armstead placed third in the 
triple jump and seventh in the 
high jump in 2014 state meet. But 
he couldn’t afford the living costs 
of being near campus so he drove 
46 miles from Visalia to Fres- 
no every day for early morning 
practices and stayed late for mght 
classes. 

“At times I was like, ‘I’m tired. 
I’m done with this, Pm going to 
quit,’ *” Armstead said. “But my 
family was like, “Naw, you’re good 
man, keep going — this is going 
to pay off.’ ” 

Armstead, who took a year 
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Sacramento State junior jumper Darius Armstead practices for high jump 
with some run throughs on March 10 at Hornet Stadium. 


off from college after graduating 
from Fresno City, reunited with 
his former high school friend and 
fellow community college tn- 
ple-jump teammate, Mohamed 
Abdullah. 

“When I first meet Darius I 
was like, ‘Man this guy has talent 
and he might not realize it but he 
has a lot of natural god-given tal- 
ent, ” Abdullah said. 

Abdullah, who was recruited 
by Sac State, mentioned Arm- 
stead’s abilities to coaches on 
campus. Now the pair are Hor- 
nets and members of the No. 4 
ranked indoor triple-jump squad 
in the nation. 

Armstead’s coaches, including 
Sac State assistant coach Eric Fre- 
md, were impressed right away 
with his ability to grasp their 
teaching and his interactions to- 
ward teammates. 

“(Armstead is a) pretty easy 
athlete to coach — he is probably 


one of the best on the team for 
taking coaching and implement- 
ing it right away,” Fremd said. 
“He cares about his teammates 
a lot, he cares about their success 
(and) he wants them to have fun.” 

The junior made track and 
field history as a Hornet by break- 
ing the 19-year-old triple jump 
program record with a distance 
of 49-07.00 at the Husky Classic 
on Feb. 11. 

He then broke his own record 
the next day with a 50-07.5 jump 
at the University of Washington 
Open, before finishing the indoor 
season with a program-best 5l- ° 
02.75 leap at the Big Sky Indoor 
Championships on Feb. 25. 

“He’s very driven with what 
he wants to do — pretty much (a) 
determined type of personality,” 
Fremd said. “If he wants to do 
something, he will find a way. to 
do it.” 
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Sac State senior pitcher doesn't battle 





Dillon returns 


from two season 


ending setbacks 


Max Jacobs 
@maxjacobshornet 





MLB scouts and fans packed 
the stands of John Smith Field 
to. watch Sacramento State 
right-handed senior Justin Dil- 
lon pitch on March 9 against the 
Penn State Nittany Lions. 

Professional scouts from the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, Oakland 
Athletics and Toronto Blue Jays 
sat behind home plate — along 
with a season-high attendance of 
468 — pointing their radar guns 
towards the field in unison. 

Prior to his fourth appearance 
of the season, Dillon (2-1) threw 
the first no-hitter in Sac State’s 
Division I history against North- 
ern Kentucky on Feb. 23 in his 
second outing. 

Dillon, who has a 1.24 ERA 
in‘ 29 innings pitched, was named 
National Pitcher of the Week by 
several baseball publications 
while also earning two Western 
Athletic Conference Pitcher of 
the Week honors this year. 

However, it hasn’t been an 
easy road for the Placerville na- 
tive since joining the Hornets in 
2012. 

Dillon was drafted by the Col- 
orado Rockies after his senior 
year at E] Dorado High School, 
but opted to sign at Sac State 
instead. . 

He then suffered an elbow in- 


jury during offseason preparation 
in the fall that required Tommy 
John surgery, which forced him 
to sit out the 2013 season. 

-“T threw a pitch, and I could 
feel something in my elbow,” Dil- 
lon said. “When I walked back to 
the dugout I knew something was 
wrong.” 

Dillon went through reha- 
bilitation exercises and worked 
on his throwing motions with a 
towel. Although being medical- 
ly cleared to play, Dillon said he 
“felt off? during his return to the 
diamond the following year. 

“T felt like my fastball could 
come out at 100 percent, but I 
didn’t feel like I knew where the 
ball was going,” Dillon said. “I 
got into a lot of deep counts, and 
it was hard to throw breaking 
balls because it didn’t feel good 
on my elbow.” 

Despite the discomfort, Dillon 
finished 4-2 with a 3.86 ERA in 
2014. His ERA improved to 3.67 
while throwing 46 strikeouts in 
his sophomore season. 

But Dillon suffered another 
season-ending injury due to his 
hip flexor in his third start of his 
junior year in 2016. 

“T didn’t know where to turn,” 
Dillon 


state. “I was wondering if it was 


said about his mental 
God’s way of telling me that it 
(was) time to leave the sport. | 
kept praying about it (and) knew 
this was it — Ill give it every- 


Sacramento State senior pitcher J 


injuries anymore — just batters 
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threw the Hornets’ first no-hitter in Division | history against 
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Northern Kentucky at John Smith Field on Feb. 23. Dillon was named National Pitcher of the Week by several 
baseball publications, and won two Western Athletic Conference Pitcher of the Week honors this season. 


thing I have and whatever hap- 
pens, happens.” 

Entering this season, Dillon 
threw seven innings, allowing 
only one hit and striking out four 
batters for a win against Wash- 
ington State. In attendance for 
this Feb. 18 performance was 
his> high school coach Rusty 
McDonald. 

“This was the first time in the 
past three years that he looked 
like his old self,’ McDonald said. 

This momentum carried into 
the following start against North- 
ern Kentucky, when Dillon threw 
the no hitter and racked up a ca- 
reer-high 13 strikeouts. 

“T haven’t really been able to 
sit down and think about what 
has been going on,” Dillon said. 
“T’ve just been trying to focus on 
my next outing, trying to get bet- 
ter each week.” 

In his first start away from 


John Smith Field against the No. 


11 ranked team in the nation 
(Washington) at the time, Dillon 
pitched seven scoreless innings 
and only allowed one hit en route 
to a 7-1 win. 

Against Penn State, Dillon 
suffered his first loss of the sea- 
son after allowing three runs. He 
didn’t allow a hit through the first 
four innings, but allowed a solo 
home run in both the fifth and 
sixth innings, respectively. De- 
spite this, Dillon has only given 
up four hits in four starts and has 
struck out 30 batters. 

On top of his baseball duties, 
Dillon also works for a construc- 
tion company where he often 
works from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. be- 
fore workouts and _ practicing 
with the team. This work ethic is 
nothing new to his father, Brad 
Dillon. 

“Back in his high school days, 
he would get up at 4:30 a.m., 
have a quick breakfast and go 


Brad said. “He 


would work out. (and) do yoga 


to the gym,” 


for stretching. He was working 
constantly to be better, stronger, 
faster — and his coaches have al- 
ways been able to see that.” 
With a schedule that includes 
an internship with Athletes in 
Action an organization ded- 
icated to Christian athletes all 
over the United States Dillon 
hasn’t had much time to think 
about his next step in life. How- 
ever, the opportunity of playing 
professional baseball is some- 
thing he has thought about for 
years. 
“Ever since I was young | 
had dreamed of playing in the 


Dillon — said. 


“Hopefully one day I can make 


major leagues,” 


it there. However, one thing I 
have learned with all of my in- 


juries is that I need to put my life 


in God’s hands and let him direct 
my path.” 


www.StateHornet.com 





Sac State alumnus competes 
on MLB roster 





for spot 





319 Batting Average : 


BASEBALL 
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Sacramento State alumnus Rhys Hoskins earned Western Athletic Conference Player of the Year, first team All- 
WAC, second team All-West Region by Rawlings and named third team All-American by Collegiate in 2014. 
Hoskins also received the Philadelphia Phillies minor league co-Player of the Year award in 2016. 


Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNoVa_57 





After the Phila- 


delphia Phillies minor league 


receiving 


co-Player of the Year award in 
2016, Sacramento State alum- 
nus Rhys Hoskins is swinging 
for a spot on its MLB roster this 
season. 

Hoskins, 23, was drafted in 
the fifth round by the Phillies af- 
ter playing three seasons for the 
from 2012-14. Since 
Hoskins has advanced 
through single-A and double-A 
and was invited to the Phillies 
spring training camp to work 


Hornets 
then, 


alongside veteran players and 
coaches. 

“The biggest thing for me is 
to gain as much insight as I can 
from the big leaguers while at 
camp,’ Hoskins said. “I think 
picking up little tidbits here and 
there that I can add to my rou- 
tine will be beneficial for me 
down the road.” 

In double-A last year, Hoskins 


had a .281 batting average, hit 38 
home runs and drove in 116 runs 
in 135 games for the Reading 
Fightin’ Phils. Hoskins is current- 
ly the organization’s 13th ranked 
prospect according _MLBpipe- 
line.com, and has benefited from 
playing under the Phillies’ coach- 
ing staff this spring. 

“I think experience in this 
game is something that’s in- 
valuable, especially for a guy 
like (Phillies hitting coach) Matt 
Stairs,” Hoskins said. “(Stairs) 
has a great baseball mind — he’s 
seen a lot of pitches, had a lot of 
great at-bats and knows what he 
is talking about.” 

So far in spring training, 
Hoskins is hitting .278 with two 
home runs, four runs scored and 
an on base percentage of .458 for 
the Phillies. He was reassigned to 
a minor league camp Monday 
and will open the season as the 
starting first baseman for the 
triple-A affiliate Lehigh Valley 
Ironpigs, but has a chance to be 
called up to the majors if Phillies’ 
projected starting first baseman 


Tommy Joseph gets off to a slow 
Start. 

Before his professional career, 
Hoskins put up similar numbers 
during his three years at Sac 
State under coach Reggie Chris- 
tiansen. Hoskins finished his ca- 
reer with a .319 batting average, 
128 RBIs (the fourth most in 
program history), 49 doubles (the 
third most in program history) 
and the sixth most home runs in 
program history with 25. 

“He was a three-sport athlete 
in high school so he didn’t play 
in the summer showcases that 
most kids do nowadays,” Chris- 
tiansen said. “A lot of other col- 
leges hadn’t seen him before so 
we were fortunate to land him.” 

Hoskins started his college 
career by hitting .353, 10 home 
runs and 53 RBIs — while be- 
ing named the Western Athletic 
Conference’s Freshman of the 
Year and first team freshman 
All-American by the Nation- 
al Collegiate Baseball Writers, 
Baseball America and Collegiate 
Baseball Newspaper. 
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During his sophomore season, 
Hoskins experienced a drop in 
production as he finished with a 
.283 batting average, three home 
runs and 22 RBIs in 53 games. 

“He was hard on himself — 
he spent a lot of time in the cag- 
es tinkering and working on the 
little things to grow as a hitter,” 
Christiansen said. “He’s a very 
bright kid and an excellent stu- 
dent of the game.” | 

Hoskins rebounded in 2014 
by hitting 12 home runs and 53 
RBIs with a .319 batting average 
in 59 games for the Hornets. He 
also earned WAC Player of the 
Year, first team AIl-WAC, sec- 
ond team All-West Region by 
Rawlings and was named third 
team All-American by Collegiate 
Baseball. 

That season, Hoskins’ bat car- 
ried the Hornets into the postsea- 
son and Sac State won the WAC 
‘Tournament and advanced to the 
NCAA regional tournament for 
the first time in program history. 

“That 2014 season definitely 
sticks out to me as one of my fa- 


vorite memories,” Hoskins said. 
“To be a part of that history with 
some of the guys I came in with 
freshman year is something I will 
always remember.” 

Hornets’ starting third base- 
man Brandon Hunley is the only 
remaining position player from 
that team. 

“His presence was felt on the 
field and that inspired everyone 
to work harder,” Hunley said. 
“He made us all confident. We 
knew if we could get him up to 
the plate, we would have a good 
shot at getting a run or getting 
someone on base.” 

Christiansen — who was on 
vacation last summer and went 


to watch Hoskins play in Read- , 


ing, Pennsylvania — said he talks 
to Hoskins a couple times a week 
during the season through text or 
phone call. 

“When he walked. on our 
campus, his goal was not to just 
get drafted, but to play in the 
big leagues,” Christiansen said. 
“He’s certainly chasing that 
dream right now.” 
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Want more? Check out the 
rest of our spring break 

: Staycation ideas at 

StateHornet. com/SpringBreak 

— or just scan the QR code! 








What better place to hit the water than 
in “The River City”? After a winter full of 
rain, it’s getting hot outside again, so 
make use of the water while California 
has it. Do some white water rafting, or 
get a tube and just chill in a riverbank. 
It’s like going to the beach — but with- 
out the sharks. 





Hit up a local flea market or farmers 
market. The farmers market at 8521 Fol- 


som Boulevard is open on the weekends - 


from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is a great spot 
to get top quality local produce. 
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Attend a meditation class at the Sacra- 
mento LGBT Community Center in mid- 
town. These classes — held every first 
and third Monday of the week — are 

relaxing for your mind and your wallet. 
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: Grab your friends or your ‘sweetheart, 


a C blankets and snacks and catch a movie 
fat the drive-in theater at West Wind 


Sacramento 6. Tuesday is family fun 
_ §f night so admission is $5.25. All other 
= | Maysae pamission | is $7. 95. 
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” Roller s skate at The Rink in Ranchc 
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show at CSz for $10, while prices at 
Comedy Spot vary from $6-12. 





by By Vi 


CUT 


~ Cordova with a group of friends. There 

ff are games offered, a DJ anda concession — 
_ stand. The Rink is open Monday through © 

_ Saturday and admission ranges from $3 _ 


| “Tickle your funny bone! is Gotveenseta. 
_and The Sacramento Comedy Spot both 

_ offer hilarious improv shows. Students 
can catch the flagship ComedySportz — 





7 


| Sslrcmnettt is home to more than 30 


museums, so satisfy your curious side 
with a visit to any one of these fasci- 
nating spots. Favorites including The 
California State Railroad Museum, The 
Aerospace Museum of California, The 


Sacramento Zoo and Sutter's Fort can al- 
ways be counted on for a unique outing. 
| Admission prices range from $5-$15. 
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Blow off some steam with alittle speed 
by trying out indoor go-kart racing at K1 
Speed for only $20. It is open all week 


and operates on a first-come-first-serve _ 


basis. Electric carts can approach speeds 
of 40mph and will get your adrenaline 


_ pumping as you race against friends. 
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Sie fans of artists eae as ‘Pertemae 


Fall Out Boy, My Chemical Romance and | 


Taking Back Sunday, head on out to The 
Press Club for Sacramento Emo Night 
on March 22 at 8 p.m. The cover charge 


_ is just $5 — that plus a few beers or 


cocktails will run you around $20. Throw 
on that ancient band shirt and prepare 
to wallow in musical nostalgia. 
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Put your nai skills to the 
test as you and your friends try to solve 
clues to escape a locked room at Escape 
Sacramento on | St. in Midtown. Tickets 
are $23 for students. 





oD 


Cool off at Wake Island, the West Coast’s 
largest waterpark resort. Try out wake- 
boarding, a massive inflatable obstacle 
course, beach volleyball and paddle- 
board yoga. The wakeboarding tickets 
vary by duration — one hour-long pass 
is $29 if purchased before 2 p.m. 





Let your artistic side out at Paint Nite, 
where attendees can sip wine and cre- 
ate a masterpiece. Tickets run up to $45, 
but use Groupon and get tickets for $29. 
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Spring break is just around the corner — but is it a week for snooz- 





(615 spring break for partying 
or for napping? »» 







es or a week for the party parade? We decided to ask Sacramento 


State students whether they prefer to live it up or take it easy By Shh Ferrannitis 


over break. Weigh in online using the hashtag #SacStateSays #Sa C S ta teSa YS 





. “I'd say both because i “It's optional. You have i “| say half and half. It’s 
for me, the first couple Napping. It gives the week off and Napping. For us in time to catch up on work 
of days I’m going to be you a good chance ad can happen, but ROTC, we always get and resting, but at the 
partying but then | got to catch ap on all the | don’t tly out to Florida. up early. We have to same time I’m going to 
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Post-hardcore band Anxious 
Arms debuts its first demo 


Sac State and UC Davis students find 
musical alliance through Craigslist ad 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@T heStateHornet 





Thanks to Craigslist and a few months 
of work, Anxious Arms has found its 
sound through a collaborative process 
and released its first demo, “A Walk in 
the Dark.” 

The band, comprised of Sacramento 
State student Kyle Bolla, UC Davis stu- 
dent Trent Tanzi and Nolan Kawanami, 
came together through a Craigslist ad 
that sought punk-rock musicians. 

Bolla said that he posted the ad in 
October, noting his influences and style, 
which consists of modern bands such 
as Basement and Seahaven as well as 
bands from the ’90s such as Knapsack 
and Mineral, and short time later got a 
response on the ad. 

“The post was answered by this guy 
from Davis who was a singer and had 
already found a drummer (Ianzi) and 
bass player (Kawanami) through Craig- 
slist also,” Bolla said. “The original sing- 
er did not end up working out, but the 
other three of us got along pretty well 
right away.” 

The group went through many 
changes early on, including the lineup 
and the name, which ultimately came 
from the name of a song the bandmates 
enjoy by Los Angeles-based rock band 
The Jealous Sound. ‘The band managed 
to hit its stride after playing its first show 
in November. 

“From the first ttme we jammed it 
seemed very natural,” Bolla said. “We 
wrote our first song in our second or 
third practice, which I think is pretty 
fast.” 

While often writing independently, 
the bandmates came together and pre- 
sented riffs and lyrics. They have even 
been known to write parts for each in- 
strument and then teach them to one 
another. 

“This is honestly the fastest writing 


process that I’ve ever been a part of,” 
Kawanami said. “The thing about our 
normal writing process though is that it’s 
never normal.” 

Each member also draws inspiration 
from different genres, which allows them 
to come together to develop their own 
unique sound. 

“Tm a big fan of 90s emo and hard- 
core, and I draw a lot of my style from 
that,” Bolla said. “But personally, I try 
to mix it up and listen to mostly older 
music.” 

While Bolla prefers his 90s, Kawan- 
ami said he leans-toward artists from the 
80s, including the Dead Kennedys and 
White Flag. 

“That’s really where I learned to 
write music,” Kawanami said. “Hard- 
core punk had something to say. They 
had reason behind their songs and that’s 
what motivates me to make music. | 
want to have a purpose to my songs.” 

‘Tanzi, however, is drawn to more 
modern artists, including local post-hard- 
core band Dance Gavin Dance. 

“T didn’t actually listen to the kind of 
music we play until I joined this band,” 
Tanzi said. “I'd been playing drums for 
a while, but I didn’t know much about 
pop-punk or hardcore. Nolan and Kyle 
were really motivated though, so I want- 
ed to give it a shot.” 

The band is currently planning its 
first tour and hopes to travel to San Luis 
Obispo and Fresno. The bandmates 
chose to self-represent instead of hiring 
a manager in order to keep the feel of 
their band as authentic as possible. 

Their individual tastes have blend- 
ed into a style that’s all their own, and 
their do-it-yourself approach to music is 
evident in everything from their perfor- 
mances to the packaging of their demo. 
They even go so far as to record tracks in 
one take so that fans know exactly what 
to expect at live shows. 

“We want to be transparent with who 
we are,” Bolla said. “We just want to be 
honest.” 
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The average combined cost of tuition and fees at California State University campuses has almost doubled in the last 10 years. Assembly Democrats have introduced a proposal to provide 
scholarships for students whose families make up to $150,000 per year. 


EDITORIAL: Assembly Dems college plan avoids pitfalls 


A proposal aimed at-decreasing 


college debt announced by Cali- 


fornia State Assembly lawmakers 
on Monday is a responsible way 
to handle the rapidly expanding 
problem. 

The plan — which is being 
championed by Sacramento 
State alumnus and Assemblyman 
Kevin McCarty, D-Sacramen- 
to —— would provide scholarships 
to cover the average annual cost 
of a California State University 
education, which is $21,000 per 
year including expenses beyond 
tuition. 

The scholarship is contingent 
upon students working to help 
cover the cost. Students whose 
families make between $60,000 
and $150,000 per year can still 
participate in the scholarship pro- 
gram, but would pay a portion 
of it depending on income level. 
Students whose family income is 





“The Assembly proposal doesn’t solve the underlying problem of 
the explosion in college costs over the past several decades. 
It does, however, provide a sensible way of addressing the 
systemic inequalities that the problem perpetuates so that California can 
continue to be the land of opportunity that brought so man 


people from around the country and t 


he world here in the first ics? 





to participate. 

. The issue of college costs is not 
as simple as it is often portrayed. 
On the one hand, it is true that the 
widely touted high cost of a uni- 
versity can be a prohibitive factor 
for potential students whose fam- 
ilies cannot afford immediate col- 
lege expenses or who don’t want 
to be saddled with debt. 

Americans owe more money 
in student loan debt than in cred- 
it card debt, according to Federal 
Reserve statistics. 

On the other hand, “free” col- 
lege presents problems of its own 


if the actual cost to the state isn’t 
kept down. 

Having the state itself pay the 
bill wouldn’t necessarily make the 
total cost cheaper, and if Germa- 
ny’s post-2014 tuition-free colleges 
are any indication, the lack of tu- 
ition would remove an important 
incentive for schools to deliver 
on their promises while keeping 
down administrative costs. 

An added dilemma is that if 
“free” college is envisioned as a 
way to address economic inequal- 
ities, then it’s paradoxical that 
disproportionately poorer people 


who decide not to go to college, 
or who did not attend when they 
were younger, should have to pay 
taxes to support the dispropor- 
tionately wealthier people who 
decide to attend. 

What makes the assembly plan 
smart is that it attempts to address 
the prohibitively high costs of col- 
lege without going so far as to ex- 
acerbate things further. 

So, students from poor families 
get the full scholarship that even 
goes so far as to help with living 
expenses, but they’d have to work. 

Middle class families would get 


the help they need, but those who 
could shoulder the full cost would 
have to. 

And having people with the 
most money and potential polit- 
ical influence continuing to pay 
is good for the taxpayers in two 
ways: the poor wouldn’t have to 
subsidize the rich, and those pay- 
ing tuition have incentive, means 
and opportunity to pressure 
schools to be cost-effective. 

‘The assembly proposal doesn’t 
solve the underlying problem of 
the explosion in college costs over 
the past several decades. 

It does, however, provide a sen- 
sible way to address the systemic 
inequalities that the problem per- 
petuates so that California can 
continue to be the land of oppor- 
tunity that brought so many peo- 
ple from around the country and 
the world here in the first place 
— and a potential example to the 
rest of the nation. 
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Nine graduation 
tickets is better 








than six, be grateful 


The Commencement Committee has 
raised the graduation ticket limit from 
six per graduate to nine per graduate 


Andre Newell 
@andrenewell_24 


After months of uncertainty, 
Sacramento State President Rob- 
ert Nelsen finally announced. that 
the spring 2017 commencement 
will be held at the Golden | Center 
and that graduates will be allowed 
to claim up to nine tickets. 

An earlier announcement from 
Nelsen about a lack of graduation 
space left many students upset. 
However, in the more recent an- 
nouncement, Nelsen said that the 
Commencement Committee had 
selected the Golden | Center and 
the amount of tickets per graduate 
had been raised from six to nine. 


Although nine tickets may not 
be enough for some students, it is 
still better than six. While it looks 
like there could be an issue here, 
it is extremely important that we 
look at the effort that the university 
has put into making this memora- 
ble moment as pleasant as possi- 
ble for both the graduates and the 
family members. 

The Commencement Com- 
mittee considered many spaces, 
including Cal Expo, the Memo- 
rial Auditorium, the Sacramento 
Convention Center, Sac State’s 
University Union Ballrooms, Sac 
State’s outdoor theatre and Raley 
Field. ‘The Golden | Center was 


the best choice because it allows for 


the highest amount of guests. 


The Commencement Com- 


- mittee has also made an effort to 


OPINION 





Photo courtesy of Jessica Vernone / Sacramento State 


Graduates put their ‘stingers up’ during the spring 2016 commencement. The spring 2017 commencement 
was a source of controversy after issues with venue confirmation and available tickets. 


“Many students have expressed anger because 
graduates of fall 2016 were given 12 guest 
tickets. However, there are far more spring 

graduates than fall graduates, so 
less space is available.” 


provide additional programs for 
students who may need more than 
nine tickets. Nelsen announced 
that the committee has created fo- 
rum where students can exchange 
extra tickets. 

Along with the ticket forum, the 


university will also be live-stream- - 


ing ceremonies online as well as 
hosting a viewing party on campus 


in the University Union. 


Although these options may be 
inconvenient, at least the Com- 
mencement Committee is offering 
a space for those to celebrate their 
loved one’s graduations. 

Last spring, some graduates’ 
families were not allowed to enter 
because the venue had reached ca- 
pacity. This new program has been 
put in place to allow each gradu- 
ate’s family and friends to be able 


HEY SAC STATE! 


Now that you’ve heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters to 
the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte Hall, 
room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 


to attend. 

Many- students have expressed 
anger because graduates of fall 
2016 were given 12 guest tickets. 
However, there are far more spring 
graduates than fall graduates, so 
less space is available. 

We have to understand that nine 
tickets was the best that the univer- 
sity could do for the large number 
of graduating students. 

It is unfortunate that there are 
going to be family members that 


will not be able to watch the cer- ° 


emony in person, but we should 
commend the university for the 
effort that it made to create a solu- 
tion to that problem. 
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